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Since the Internet is a collection of computer networks spread all over the world, each network must have its own address.. This address is called the IP address (Internet Protocol) address.  Each system within the network also has its own address, often based on the network’s address.

Since most people remember words and names better than numbers, each address can be specified as a name, such as www.svc.ctc.edu.  This name is also called an Internet domain name.

An IP address is a 32-bit number that identifies who sent and who is to receive each packet of information.  The number is written in sets of four, separated by a dot or period.  For example, the IP address for Skagit Valley College’s home page is 134.39.40.22.  We found that address by going to 

http://www.webreference.com/cgi-bin/nslookup.cgi
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The format of an IP address is a 32-bit numeric address written as four numbers separated by periods. Each number can be zero to 255. For example, 1.160.10.240 could be an IP address.

Each address is made up of two parts, the network portion and the device portion.  The network name or identifier is assigned by the Internet Network Information Center (InterNIC) if the network is part of the Internet.  The device (usually a single computer) portion or identifier is often called the local or machine address.  Each computer has to have its own unique name or address within the network so information can be directed to it.
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Note that you can just enter the domain name and lookup returns the the numerical IP address.





For SOME addresses, you can just type the IP address bar and the page appears.  





At your address bar, type





207.171.184.16 





That address should take you to the web site of Amazon.com.
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