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Since people don’t remember IP address numbers well, a browser uses domain name addresses to connect a user to a particular web site.  Domain name addresses are including in both URLs and email addresses.  For example, in the address 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/subst/home/home.html/104-9314205-9584752, the domain name is www.amazon.com.  In an email address, the domain name appears AFTER the @ sign, as in bcctg@whidbey.com, where whidbey.com is the domain name.

The domain name address is translated to an IP address automatically by the domain name system.  The DNS software is run on a host computer called the domain name server.  Theoretically, domain names can have any number of parts, separated by commas.  Most names currently in use have only three or four parts, such as www.svc.ctc.edu.

Domain names follow a pattern from right to left.  For example, http://www.lib.washington.edu/ is the computer connected to the Internet from the Library (lib)  at the University of Washington (washington), which is an educational institution (edu).  The last part of the name, in this case, .edu is its top-level domain.  The DNS software on the Internet host computer that is responsible for the “edu” domain keeps track of all IP addresses for all of the educational institutions in its domain.

The ICANN, or Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers has managed domain names since 1998.  In the US, the most common top-level domains have been:

	.com
	.net
	.edu

	.gov
	.org
	.mil


In other countries, host computers often use a two-letter country domain name in addition to the rest of the name.  Some examples are 


.au
Australia

.fr 
France

.de
Germany


.jp
Japan


.se
Sweden

.uk
United Kingdom

In 2000, ICANN added seven new top-level domains to the general domain category.  These names are not yet in general use, although they are available.

	.aero 
	air-transport industry
	.biz
	businesses

	.coop
	cooperatives 
	.info
	general use

	.museum
	museums
	.name
	individuals

	.pro
	professionals, like doctors, attorneys or accountants
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