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IP and domain name addresses identify a specific computer on the Internet, but they do not say where a specific Web page sits on that computer.  Browsers use a URL or Uniform Resource Locator to show the exact location of a Web site.

The URL is a four-part address that tells the following:

1. The transfer protocol to use when sending the file

2. The domain name of the computer where the file is located

3. The pathname of the folder (or directory) on that computer

4. The file name.

http:// is the protocol

www.amanzon.com is the domain name

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/professional/ is the path name

http://www.whidbey.net/commserv/community.html is the file name.
The transfer protocol is the set of rules for transferring files on the Internet.  The most common is, of course, HTTP which stands for Hypertext Transfer Protocol.  While there are other protocols for transferring files, this is the most common today.  In the earlier life of the Internet, which you might still see today, two protocols, one is ftp:// (FTP) which stands for File Transfer Protocol and the other telnet:// (Telnet).  

The slashes that come after the http:// are a convention that is used by the UNIX operating system to separate parts of the name.  The Windows or DOS system computers use a back-slash (\) to separate name parts.

FTP was just another set of rules for transferring files and Telnet allowed a remote terminal to connect to another computer.

The domain name is as described in Handout #22.

The file name usually ends in ‘.htm’ or  ‘.html’’.  For example, www.bcctg.com/148.htm says that the indicated web site is a file ending in .htm, named ‘148’.  If a domain name does NOT include a filename, most browsers look for a file named ‘index.html’ which is the default name for a web site’s home page.
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