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Also known as mailing lists, discussion groups are a special type of email list software that runs on a large computer that uses the UNIX operating system.  Since LISTSERV is the most popular of this type of software, the name is often used as a description for the group itself.  Other software products that do the same things are ListProc and Majordomo.

[image: image1.wmf]The server from which the list is run is sometimes known as the list server.  The server manages all requests and messages, often automatically.  When a user subscribes to the list, his or her address is added to the existing mailing list.  Then, when someone sends a message or posts an article to the list, each member gets a copy.  It is a quick and convenient way to get information about a specific topic.  

Some lists are closed.  That means membership is not automatic.  A list administrator can either accept or reject your request to subscribe.   This could be because the list has too many members or your email address does not indicate that you are a member of the group to whom the list is committed.  For example, if the list is for teachers and you don’t have .edu as part of your email address, your request could be denied.

Most lists are open and unmoderated.  Sometimes one person, the list moderator, monitors a mailing list to ensure that the list only sends appropriate and relevant messages.  Since this is quite time-consuming, most lists are unmoderated, meaning all entries are posted regardless of their suitability.

Mailing lists are different from Usenet in three ways.


First, you need to use email to participate in a mailing list while you use a newsreader to read newsgroup postings.


Second, anyone with Internet access to a newsreader can read a posting to a newsgroup while mailing lists are limited to subscribers.


Third, you must access a newsgroup which mailing list information is sent to your email address automatically.
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