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Search engines are programs that use other programs called spiders or robots to gather information into a database. The spider or robot programs go through all the entries on the Internet, locating entries that match specific criteria and then create hyperlinks to those sites. The robot programs were created because entries to the Internet increase so quickly no human can keep up. 
While each search engine is slightly different, their goal is the same – to index as much of the Internet as possible so that users can access the information easily. Each search engine has similarities: 

! The user enters keywords into a search box or form. 

! After clicking on “Search”, or ‘Find” or some other variation of the instruction, the database returns a collection of hyperlinks that are related to your requested keyword or keywords. 

! Each search engine determines the relevance of each link to the keywords requested. 

! All search engines have online help to assist the user. 

! Most use both Boolean searching and phrase searching. 
The differences are as follows: 

! The ease of use 

! How frequently the engine updates its database 

! The search features or, more precisely, the search syntax you must use to start a feature 

! The size of the index 

! How relevancy is determined 

META-SEARCH ENGINES 
These search engines, such as www.dogpile.com or www.google.com search other search engines in a parallel search for the same keyword. Using meta-search engines can greatly reduce the amount of time it takes to find specific information. To find other meta-search engines, type in “meta-search engine” at the request field in any search engine. 

